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Abstract 



PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a predicted character string without obstructing the input operation 
of an inputting person while considering a timing for retrieving the predicted character string or the timing for 
outputting predicted candidates. . _ * Ars 

SOLUTION: The character string inputted so as prediction object is held in a character string buffer (step 10 
and 11). The character numbers of the input character string held in the character string buffer are 
monitored, and when the character numbers reach the character numbers set beforehand (step 13), the 
prediction operation of the character string is started, the character strings provided with the character string 
in a head part are retrieved from a word dictionary as the predicted character strings (step 14) and the 
retrieved candidates of the predicted character strings are outputted as predicted results (step 15). Thus, 
output without narrowing the candidates of the predicted character string is evaded and the predicted 
character string is obtained without obstructing the input operation of the inputting person. 
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